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BOSTON REGION February was a rela- 
tively uneventful month both meteorologi- 
cally and ornithologically. ‘Temperatures 
were mod- 
erate, there 
was no 
snow, and 
very warm 
weather 
started a 
marked 
spring mi- 
gration the end of the month. Winter 
weather, with the only real snowfall of 
the year, returned for the first ten days of 
March. 

The main features as regards the bird 
life were (1) winter seafowl, entirely un- 
eventful; (2) the pine grosbeak flight de- 
clined, although one flock reached Har- 
wich on the outer Cape (Cahoon); (3) 
the great evening grosbeak flight con- 
tinued, but no birds reached the outer 
Cape; (4) certain species were unusually 
numerous for late winter, examples, 
golden-crowned kinglet and myrtle war- 
bler; (5) a flock of 8 tree swallows survived 
the entire winter at South Harwich (Ca- 
hoon). 

Marked fluctuations in numbers are 
particularly difficult to establish in our 
most abundant species. 

The herring gull attracted attention 
early in the winter as less common than 
usual. Real efforts were made by a group 
of cooperating friends, and the final results 
indicate an average decline of at least 
50%. The protracted fishermen’s strike in 
late fall and early winter may well have 
been an important factor. 

The real event of the winter was the 
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flight of redpolls, surely one of the great- 
est in history, equalled only by that of 
1883. They increased all February and 
reached a peak in mid-March. Not only 
was the country flooded with them, but the 
flocks were of gigantic size, sometimes 1000 
or more birds. There were ten times as 
many redpolls as normally constitute a 
flight year. With them came both hoary 
and greater redpolls (Maine and coastal 
Massachusetts only). From late February 
to mid-March my friends and I saw all 
three together on almost every trip. Ow- 
ing to the great difficulty of positive iden- 
tification of the greater, requiring direct 
comparison at very close range, we would 
study a flock at 25-50 feet, and pick out 
3-4 individuals, only to have the host of 
birds dash madly off. Collecting specimens 
in the coastal zone and in backyards and 
fields in settled areas in wartime was out 
of the question, but I suspected on sev- 
eral occasions that the percentage of 
greater redpolls would have proved sub- 
stantial. Fortunately the hoary redpoll 
was a much simpler proposition; adults 
were numerous and they can be picked 
out of a flock even in flight. Thanks to 
numerous observers, the number of adults 
reported almost equals the total number 
of records for the past ten decades com- 
bined! It was no unusual occurrence to 
find 4-5 individuals in one flock. 

The spring migration in February was, 
as usual, heralded by the Canada goose 
and crow (17th on), the prairie horned 
lark (2Ist on). A thin scattering of blue- 
birds and grackles was reported the last 
four days of the month. The only really 
exceptional event was the general arrival 
of red-wings (26th on), both single males 
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on territory and migrating flocks. We 
must go back to 1866 to find it equalled. 

March departed from the usual New 
England tradition in not being a month 
of violent extremes, once winter ended. 
It was slightly cooler than average, but 
without a pronounced cold wave; nor 
was there a single really warm spell with 
a southwest wind. Disappointing results 
ensued; and there was not a single marked 
flight or wave, near the coast at least, the 
entire month. A general arrival took place 
in the Connecticut Valley on the 12th, 
but this was only a thin scattering in 
eastern Massachusetts. Birds gradually 
sifted on; it was not until March 25-26 
that the first group of birds was generally 
common near Boston, and the first real 
flocks reached Hanover, N. H., and Bruns- 
wick, Maine. Miss Virginia Armstrong’s 
summary for Concord, Massachusetts, can- 
not be improved upon: “all species late 
to very late, except the blue-winged teal. 
The numbers of transients were most dis- 
appointing. Very few fresh water ducks, 
even the black way off; the flight of rusty 
blackbirds, juncos and fox sparrows poor. 
In good numbers relatively were Canada 
goose, scaup, golden-eye and hawks, espe- 
cially the goshawk with far more records 
than usual.” 

As usual the fox sparrow supplied its 
unfailing contradictions; a great flight at 
Fairfield, Connecticut, common in the 
Berkshires, status in Connecticut Valley 
not reported, very few near Boston. 

An adult European black-headed gull 
was discovered at Newburyport in Janu- 
ary and had acquired a partial hood by 
March 19. A little gull on March 26 at 
the same place. Two other gulls in Essex 
County of most exceptional rarity belong 
to a group where positive identifications 
of specimens is of equally exceptional diffi- 
culty, and while I saw both perfectly at 
close range with friends, I do not really 
know what they were. Those who see a 
“lesser black-backed gull,” are positive of 
the species, and suspect the subspecies, 
display a knowledge, and a competence 
in using it, which I can never hope to 
emulate.—LupLow Griscom, Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Cambridge 38, Mas- 
sachusetts. 
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NEW YORK REGION Average tem- 
perature for February was slightly above 
normal; the extremes were moderate. Pre- 


cipitation 

sy We | Conn frequent 
i 4," £> but sub- 

aSeS waren normal in 
city pons rio total. 
NEW VSraten I ar Some fall 
— f recorded 
on 16 days 

of the 


month. Heaviest snowfall 9 inches on 
the llth. Per cent of cloudiness above 
average. The mean _ temperature for 
March was slightly subnormal with the 
coldest periods at the first and in the 
middle of the month but the minimums 
during these periods were not extreme. 
Rainfall very heavy, almost double nor- 
mal expectancy. Snowfall less than 5 
inches, There was some precipitation on 
19 days of the month, sunshine was 15% 
less than normal. Prevailing winds north 
with no heavy gales. 

Among the reports of birds that have 
wintered in the region, one of the most 
interesting is the record of European cor- 
morants in western Long Island Sound. 
This is the fifth consecutive year that the 
birds have wintered here and have been 
watched by the same observers (Bull and 
others). There are 30 birds in the flock 
and their identification is quite satisfac- 
tory. Fifty black-crowned night herons 
spent the winter at Massapequa. Brant 
up to 1200 have been in the bays of 
southern Long Island, and European 
widgeon, gadwall, shoveller and European 
teal on the inland ponds of the Island. 
Wintering canvas-backs more numerous 
than usual. Purple sandpipers, maximum 
30, on Rye breakwater (Oboiko) and 
others of this species at Atlantic Beach. 
Black-headed, little, Kumlien’s and Ice- 
land gulls still present at the Narrows. 
Few alcids have been reported offshore. 
No snowy owls recorded. More wintering 
mockingbirds than in former years, and 
the cardinal seems to be pushing east- 
ward on Long Island. It is now noted at 
Smithtown and Massapequa. Wintering 
finches were present to the close of the 
period, some of the noteworthy records 


are the following: evening grosbeak, 42 
at Bound Brook to February 22 (Fischer); 
30 at Boonton early March; 38 at Moun- 
tain Lakes, March 22 (Franklin); these 
locations al] in northern New Jersey. On 
Long Island 8 are reported at Hunting- 
ton, March 29 (Lee). Numbers dropped 
sharply at end of the period. Small num- 
bers of pine grosbeaks reported from vari- 
ous sections and many redpolls still re- 
main. Four hundred of the latter at Hill 
side Park, L. I., February 7 (Astle); 85, 
Bloomsbury, N. ]., March 19 (Brown). 
Other flocks at Franklin Lake and Fox 
Hills in New Jersey and in Van Cort- 
landt and Bronx Parks in New York 
City (Komorowski) show that they were 
distributed very generally throughout the 
region. It has been an exceptional winter 
for these birds about New York. 

Early migrants have come through 
about on schedule; 15,000 scaup at Ocean- 
port, N. J., at end of March (Seeley). 
First ring-necks, all males, arrived at 
Franklin Lake March 12; first females 
appeared March 16; sex ratio 1 female to 
11 males on that date; 1 to 9.2 on the 
19th and 1 to 7 on March 31. Some birds 
seemingly paired on that date. 

There is a reverse movement of the gos- 
hawk flight of the past fall and through 
late February these birds have been pass- 
ing through on their way north (Elliott). 
The annual hawk migration got under 
way in early March. A small flight was 
noted at Montclair on March 12 and a 
large flight was reported on March 18 by 
members of the Urner Club stationed be- 
tween Rutherford and Dover, N. J., 1000 
birds were recorded, four-fifths of these 
were buteos. On the same day 200 buteos, 
red-tail and red-shoulder, were noted at 
Piermont, N. Y. (Wells). 

March 17 and 18 marked a good flight 
of the smaller land birds. Stragglers of 
many species had arrived earlier but, fol- 
lowing a week of mild weather, a real 
wave was noted on these days. Greatly in- 
creased numbers of phoebes, crows, rob- 
ins, bluebirds, ruby-crowned kinglets, 
meadowlarks, red-wings, rusty blackbirds 
and fox and song sparrows appeared at 
this time. First reports of numbers of 
mourning doves and tree swallows were 
from Hawthorne, N. J., on March 18 
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(Hutschmid). Piping plovers were at At- 
lantic Beach in numbers by March 26 
(Komorowski and others); field sparrows 
and towhees also reported on this date. 

There is an increase in the number of 
European goldfinches on Long Island. 
On their winter feeding grounds at Mas- 
sapequa 17 were in view at one time. The 
flock had broken up by March 18 and 
they were then seen on their nesting 
grounds, Massapequa, Hempstead, Mer- 
rick, etc. (Elliott). 

In closing the report it is but fitting 
that I here note the passing of Roland 
Hufschmid, who died on April 15. Roland 
devoted all time possible to the study of 
the birds of his favorite region, the sec- 
tion around Franklin Lake, N. J. His co- 
operation in submitting his notes and rec- 
ords for The Season has always been most 
helpful. A keen and diligent observer, a 
reliable reporter; I shall miss him as a 
contributor and as a friend.—CHar-es K. 
NicHois, American Museum of Natural 
History, New York 24, N. Y. 


PHILADELPHIA REGION  Tempera- 
tures averaged about normal for the peri- 
od. Rainfall was above average. There 


was little snow. 


VU One rather late 
ceaeiis snowstorm oc- 

ANS curred March 

MD 19-20. It was ac- 


companied by 
low temperature, 
20° and high 
winds. 


Cape Mey 
Dex) Atlantic 


Waterfowl— 
The early spring migration of ducks was 
marked by the abundance of ring-necks, 
greatest number 1000, and _baldpates, 
greatest number 400, March 26, Penn 
Manor, Pa., (Wright, Manners). Compar- 
atively small numbers of wood duck (less 
than a dozen, as a rule) have been seen 
on a single trip. The gadwall was re- 
ported from Bombay Hook, Del., Penn 
Manor, Pa., and Princeton, N. J., late 
March, 2 to 8 individuals. Hooded mer- 
ganser 1, Penn Manor, Pa., March 26 
(Wright, Manners). The northward move- 
ment of the Canada goose was somewhat 
above normal. Observers report 150 ‘o 
200 birds in a flock, late March. At For- 
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tesque, N. J., the usual number of snow 
geese was seen, some 20,000 in March. 
Iwo blue geese were seen at Fortesque, 
N. J., March 19 (Coman, et al). 

Hawks and eagles—One occupied red- 
tailed hawk’s nest and 2 occupied bald 
eagles’ nests in Salem County, N. J., late 
March (Jacobs, et al). 

Gulls—This winter the Delaware River 
shores have attracted several unusual gulls 
in addition to the numerous herring and 
ring-billed gulls. At Fish House, N. J., 
February 5, a lesser black-backed gull was 
reported (Coman), at the same point 
March 12, a glaucous gull (Potter), 
Bridgeport, N. J., March 5, 1 adult and 2 
immature great black-backed gulls were 
seen (McDonald, et al). 

Mockingbirds—The winter reports of 
mockingbirds have been numerous enough 
to indicate that these birds can no longer 
be considered rare or unusual in the im- 
mediate vicinity of Philadelphia. Interest 
lies in the question of whether these birds 
will breed or be records only. 

Finches and sparrows—Evening  gros- 
beak records continued to be a feature 
throughout February. The largest flock, 
200 birds, through February was reported 
at Forty Fort, Pa. (Tracy), other locali- 
ties, Lewistown, Pa., March 5, 12 (Smal- 
ley), State College, Pa., February 13, 25 
(Clarke), Medford, N. J., 25 during Feb- 
ruary (Haines, et al), Haddonfield, N. J., 
February 19, 1 (Wm. B. Marshall). Several 
pine grosbeaks at Forty Fort, Pa., during 
February (Tracy). Eight redpolls seen at 
Media, Pa., March 6 (E. Rigby). This ap- 
pears to be the only record for the region. 
Wissahickon, Philadelphia, Pa., February 
13, 50 siskins (E. and Q. Kramer). A most 
unusual migration of fox sparrows oc- 
curred during the snowstorm of late 
March. They came to feeding stations in 
astonishing numbers on March 20. Ob- 
servers reported 50 to 60 in the field. ‘The 
lox sparrows stayed about three days and 
sang persistently. All records were broken 
at the banding station of R. J. Middleton, 
Norristown, Pa. He writes, “On Monday, 
March 20, I believe there were 100 fox 
and 150 song sparrows, 50 juncos, a few 
tree sparrows and later | rusty blackbird 
about my station. I used between twenty- 
five and thirty pounds of scratch feed in 
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three days. On Monday, I banded 59 
birds, my second highest day in all my 
experience, In three days, I banded 83 
fox sparrows and handled 265 birds, re- 
peats and new ones. I do not think I shall 
ever see anything like it again.” 

Other records of interest—Tuckerton, 
N. J., February 6, 1 saw-whet owl dead; 
Wissahickon, Philadelphia, Pa., February 
13, red-bellied woodpecker 1 (Q. Kramer, 
et al); Haddonfield, N. J., February 12, 
brown thrasher 1 (E. W. Marshall, Jr.); 
Lewiston, Pa., March 15, black vulture | 
(Smalley).—Junian K. Porrer, Collings- 
wood, N. J. 


CAROLINA REGION WEATHER— 
Temperature a little above normal at 
Raleigh for period; February much above 
at Charles- 

sr weve! ton and 
Columbia, 
March a 
little 
above at 

Chvokaa Charles- 


ee ton, and 
Vall slightly be- 


low at Co- 
lumbia. Rainfall, Raleigh, February, 1.00 
above, March, 3.31 above; Columbia, Feb- 
ruary, .06 above, March, 3.49 above, 
Charleston, February 4.10 above, March, 
7.49 above. 

INLAND SECTION — 4rrivals—Chip- 
ping sparrow, Raleigh (Coffey) and Char- 
lotte (Clarkson) February 17; black and 
white warbler, Spartanburg (Carlisle) 
March 2, Raleigh, 27th; purple martin, 
Lexington, S. C. (Norment), March 4 
(early); yellow-throated warbler, Raleigh, 
15th; rough-winged swallow, Raleigh, 
16th (Grey); blue-gray gnatcatcher, Spar- 
tanburg 20th (Cannon), Lexington, 21st; 
Maryland yellowthroat, Raleigh, 24th 
(Simpson); Louisiana water-thrush, Er- 
win, Tenn., just over, North Carolina 
line, (Seeman) 25th, Raleigh, 26th; pa- 
rula warbler, Lexington, 26th; white-eyed 
vireo, Spartanburg, 26th, Charlotte, 27th, 
Raleigh 28th; orchard oriole, Lexington, 
27th (early); swift, Wilmington, 29th 
(Wray). 

Nesting — Carolina wren’s nest with 
young at Charlotte at end of period; 
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brown thrasher started nest at same place 
February 27, but deserted it after only 
one young had hatched; cardinal’s nest 
finished but without eggs at Lexington, 
at end of period. 

Abundance—A large “starling’ roost 
near Columbia found to be (March 30) 
with two-thirds of the birds, cowbirds, 
mostly females (Charles). Bewick’s wrens 
at Columbia and Lexington. In North 
Carolina, red-breasted nuthatches and sis- 
kins still present at end of period, latter 
unusually common at Charlotte; song 
sparrows commoner than white-throats at 
Raleigh during period, the reverse usu- 
ally the case. 

COASTAL—Charleston and_ vicinity— 
Despite excessive rainfall, small bird pop- 
ulation appeared about normal, with wax- 
wings, myrtle and orange-crowned warb- 
lers somewhat reduced in numbers. A 
single black and white warbler (occa- 
sional in winter) noted January 15 
(Dingle) and February 16 (Shuler). 
Scaups much more abundant in immedi- 
ate Charleston area than in many years, 
and flocks of several thousand in Ashley 
and Cooper Rivers reached peak about 
last of March. 

Arrivals—Brown pelicans at Cape Ro- 
main (Baldwin) February 24 (normal); 
first martins on February 15, ten days 
earlier than last year, but with 75% de- 
crease in Charleston. but normal ten miles 
from city; hummingbird March 11 (Geth- 
ing) two weeks early for average; willets 
March 20 and swifts at Wilmington, 
N. C.,, on 29th (Wray). Chuck-will’s- 
widow, March 31, ten days behind last 
year at Charleston; also Carolina wren 
carrying nesting material February 27 
(Lunz) is early. Glossy ibis at Beaufort, 
N. C., March 10 (Mrs. Simpson). Back 
Bay area, Virginia: 1 male European 
widgeon among 250 baldpates January 30 
(Locke MacKenzie) and on March 26 
American egrets seen by Mrs. Thompson 
and Mrs. Thornton, formerly earliest 
April 15.—C. S. BrimLey and JoHN Grey, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION 
WEATHER— The _ warmest February 


since 1932 was followed by temperatures 
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but little above 
Pensacola region) normal in March. 
Florida — 


apedorenal Last freeze on 
coast, February 
13. Rainfall in 
February only 
60% normal; in 
March, more than 
200% — heaviest 
rainfall in 24 
hours, 5.38 inches 


_— 


Gulf vi Mexico 


on 22nd and 23rd. 
At close of period, upland ponds are 
overflowing for first time in many months 
and rivers and creeks are in flood. Long- 
continued warm weather promoted wild 
and garden plant growth from three to 
four weeks ahead of calendar. 

MIGRATION — Advanced season has 
had little noticeable effect on migration. 
Most arrival dates normal, a few early, 
only 2 set new records. 

Arrival dates—February 8, purple mar- 
tin (Mrs. A. L. Whigham—early); 15th, 
osprey; March 5, parula warbler (early); 
12th, upland plover (earliest ever re- 
corded, by 2 days), little blue heron and 
rough-winged swallow; 15th, chimney 
swift (Mrs. Whigham—early); 19th, ruby- 
throated hummingbird (Mrs. Whigham), 
American egret, Louisiana heron and 
lesser yellow-leg; 21st, hooded warbler 
(Mrs. J. F. Wernicke); 22nd, summer tan- 
ager (Mrs. Whigham—earliest ever re- 
corded, by 2 days); 24th, red-eyed vireo 
(Miss L. Pate); 26th, black and white 
warbler; 28th, orchard oriole (Mrs. Whig- 
ham); 30th, solitary sandpiper, yellow- 
throated vireo and prairie warbler (K. R. 
Tanner), Kentucky warbler (Miss Pate), 
snowy egret and eastern kingbird; 3lst, 
green heron and wood thrush (Tanner), 
black-throated green warbler (Miss Pate) 
and prothonotary warbler. 

Departure dates—March 19, American 
golden-eye; 30th, yellow-bellied sapsucker 
(Tanner) and robin (Mrs. Whigham). 
Horned grebe, abundant winter resident 
but seldom seen after mid-March, stayed 
to end of period; 7 birds on March 26 in 
apparently full nuptial plumage (rarely 
attained this far south). 

POPULATION — Upland plover, un- 
common to rare transient, is gradually 
increasing and occurred in greater num- 
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bers this season than ever before noted— 
March 30, 50 birds reported (Tanner). 
March 5, buffle-head (regular but rare 
winter visitor), 10 birds. 

NESTING—Great disparity noted in 
nesting progress of 2 pairs of bald eagles 
—young in one nest estimated 2 months 
old in mid-February (normal); young in 
other nest not more than 1 month old. 
Ward’s herons seen carrying nesting ma- 
terial, February 13. 

ACCIDENTALS—February 13 and 27, 
adult male marsh hawk (1 each day)—fe- 
male and immature birds are regular and 
common. March 5, Bewick’s wren (1l)— 
rare and irregular. Ducks, rare or acci- 
dental: February 6, canvas-back (30) and 
hooded merganser (3); March 26, red- 
head (7). 

BEHAVIOR NOTES—February 6 and 
20, white-eyed vireo (very rare in winter) 
heard in song. March 26, bobwhite first 
heard in song (very early).—FRANCIS M. 
Weston, 2006 E. Jordan St., Pensacola, 
Fla. 


OHIO - MICHIGAN REGION 
WEATHER-—The significant feature of 
the weather for this period was a remark- 
ably warm spell in the last ten days of 


February fol- 


lowed by per- 
sistently chilly 


t 
8 ° 
% weather in 
< . 
¥ March. Precip- 
itation was a 

v “Cy . 
3 e Prien 4 little above 
N ansin, 

© Derriy normal gener- 


oes ® a 

Ann Arbor ally, bringing 
an end to the 
severe drought 
which southern 
Ohio has been 
suffering since 
last summer 

MIGRA- 
TION AND POPULATION-—The mi- 
grants which make their way northward 
with the first break in winter—killdeer, 
robins, bluebirds, red-wings and meadow- 
larks—reached northern Ohio in the last 
week of February, several days ahead of 
schedule. Then, except in southern Ohio, 
there was little further movement during 
the cold days of early March. 


C. Veveland® 
Youngstown @ 


nilo 
@ Columbus 


Crncwari 
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Waterfowl, flying northward with the 
thaw, found widespread resting and feed- 
ing grounds in flooded fields and full 
marshes. The large flocks moved rapidly 
and_ erratically. Observers fortunate 
enough to be afield at the right time, like 
Haines in southern Michigan and Kahl 
in north-central Ohio, reported an excep- 
tional spring flight, while others whose 
opportunities for observation came on 
the wrong days saw fewer ducks than last 
year. 

Waterfowl notes of local interest in- 
clude whistling swans on several dates at 
Ann Arbor (Haines) and an unusually 
large flock of 64 at Muskegon Lake (Ba- 
ker); horned grebe (2) at Ann Arbor on 
March 12 (Hann); a ruddy duck on a 
small pond at Oxford, Ohio, March 16 
(Mattox). 

It is interesting also to hear that the 
wintering Canada geese (about 2000) at 
Gull Lake near Battle Creek disappeared 
late in January, and this species did not 
make its occurrence in numbets again un- 
til a month later (Pirnie). Local Canadas 
were nesting by the end of March. Several 
people in Michigan and Ohio have com- 
mented on the scarcity of wintering 
golden-eyes and American mergansers on 
open streams and lakes. 

The thaw in late February brought the 
usual flight of northern gulls, which must 
now be considered regular on Lake Erie. 
Black-backed gulls (2) were seen at Cleve- 
land and glaucous gulls (2) at Sandusky 
Bay, March 19, by members of the Kirt- 
land Bird Club; black-backed gulls, as 
many as 7 at one time, were present near 
Toledo from late February until the end 
of March; both species are seen regularly 
at this season on South Bass Island. A 
few years ago these gulls were considered 
quite rare in this region. 

The only report of hawks in sufficient 
numbers to be called a flight was at Tole- 
do, March 19, when 75, mostly red-shoul- 
ders, were seen in two hours. 

An invasion of cedar waxwings, not 
reported in unusual numbers elsewhere, 
began to appear in Columbus late in 
February and reached unprecedented 
numbers in March. Several flocks con- 
tained 60 birds each, and one contained 
200 (Thomas). Ordinarily there is not 
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much of an influx of wax wings until 
May. Vesper sparrows were abundant at 
Oxford throughout March (Mattox). 

At Toledo prairie horned larks were 

building a nest February 27 in the yard 
of a suburban home. On a morning after 
a storm, the nest, which the observers 
knew to contain eggs or nestlings, was 
completely invisible under several inches 
of snow. As the people were watching, 
there was a little explosion of snow and 
both parent birds leaped into flight from 
the nest they had been covering. Three 
young were hatched about March 25 and 
two survivors left the nest April 6. A few 
days later, a second nest was started (Mr. 
and Mrs. Inman). 
ACCIDENTALS—A catbird, after surviv- 
ing up to this date at Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio, died about February 15 (Mountz, 
Fred Smith). Holboell’s grebe was seen 
at Canton, Ohio, on March 18 (Kimes, 
Pratt). Although the golden eagle has 
occurred previously at other locations in 
Ohio, the first for the Toledo area was 
seen March 19 (Campbell, Mayfield). An 
occasional European widgeon is not ex- 
tremely rare among spring flocks of bald- 
pates in Ohio, but an individual of this 
species was a novelty on Shaker Lake in 
the heart of the Cleveland residential 
district March 19 (Carrothers, Hill); an- 
other was seen at Ashland on March 23 
(Preble). Probably the most remarkable 
occurrence of the entire period was that 
of a male surf scoter at Dayton (Blincoe, 
Bertram Smith). This bird has been seen 
a very few times on Lake Erie but was 
completely unexpected in southern Ohio. 
—Harotp Mayrietp, 33/1 Parkwood 
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. 


MISSOURI REGION 
February were 4.7° above normal with 


Temperatures for 


a slight excess of precipitation. A severe 
cold wave ex- 
tending from 
the 12th to the 
19th with a 
drop of 2° to 


21° below zero 
over the state 
seemed to have 
little adverse 
affect upon 
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bird life. March was 3.1° below normal 
in temperature with a deficiency of pre- 
cipitation. While the month in general 
was cold and disagreeable, the snow 
squalls were of brief duration. The cold 
weather during March slowed down the 
northward movement of land birds be- 
gun in February, but had no noticeable 
affect upon the waterfowl migration. 
Mallards, pintails, American golden-eyes 
and Canada geese wintered in small 
numbers on the larger rivers and lakes 
and increased numbers of these, along 
with herring and ring-billed gulls, were 
reported on the move during the first 
half of February. During the last ten 
days of February and first week of March 
great numbers of mallards and _pintails 
were reported from the lakes and 
marshes around St. Louis and in the 
Platte County marshes northwest of Kan- 
sas City. Most species of ducks were 
present in about normal numbers in the 
St. Louis area during March, with an 
excess of ringnecks and a scarcity of red- 
heads. Sixteen species of waterfowl, in- 
cluding a horned grebe and 6 red- 
breasted mergansers, were observed at 
Horseshoe Lake, Ill., March 25 (Short). 
Residents in the vicinity of Platte County 
Lakes consider the waterfowl migration 
through the area the heaviest in several 
years and a few complained that their 
rest was disturbed at night by the honk- 
ing of thousands of geese. Four trips 
were made to these lakes during March 
and early April and on these days the 
water was literally covered with ducks 
and coots. An unusual feature of the 
duck migration in the Kansas City area 
has been the great number of redheads 
observed and the scarcity of canvas-back 
and lesser scaup. A total of 81 canvas- 
backs was reported for the season, much 
below the daily count of some other 
years. No more than 100 lesser scaups, 
nearly always the most abundant of the 
diving ducks, were observed on any one 
day. On March 20 about 8000 ducks of 
13 species were observed, including 610 
American mergansers, 800 redheads, 75 
lesser scaup, 50 ring-necks, 600 gadwalls, 
400 baldpates and 700 shovellers. Mal- 
lards, pintails and green-winged teal were 
still common and the first blue-winged 
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teal of the season were coming in. A 
week later the number of American mer- 
gansers had dropped to 20. On this date, 
1200 redheads were seen compared with 
only 3 canvasbacks, about 100 lesser 
scaup and 600 ring-necks. Baldpates, gad- 
walls and shovellers were still abundant. 
Blue-winged teal showed an increase but 
were still below maximum numbers. 
Migration of geese was well under way 
February 20 and numbers were still pass- 
ing through during the first few days of 
April. Flocks from a dozen to a thousand 
or more passed over or rested and fed in 
the wheat fields. About 3000 geese were 
seen March 27, blue 2000, lesser snow 
250, Canada 500 and white-fronted 94, an 
unusually large number of the last species. 
Toward the end of March coots were 
almost as numerous as eleven species of 
ducks combined. 

Killdeer wintered around St. Louis and 
appeared in late February at several 
localities in north and west Missouri 
about a week ahead of schedule. Pectoral 
sandpipers, Wilson’s snipe, greater and 
lesser yellow-legs came in the last half of 
March in normal numbers. Golden 
plovers were reported as passing through 
the St. Louis area in greater numbers 
than last year, and a flock of 36 was seen 
in the city in Forest Park, March 26 
(Jackson). Hawk migration has _ been 
about normal. Red-tailed and marsh 
hawks have been numerous, Krider’s fre- 
quent in western Missouri but western 
red-tails and Harlan’s rather scarce. Bald 
eagles have wintered around Alton, IIL, 
and a pigeon hawk was observed Febru- 
ary 7 at St. Louis. Frequent reports of 
the red-shouldered hawk near Kansas 
City the last few years indicate that the 
species is on the increase in that area. 

Among the small land birds, early 
migrants such as the robin, bluebird, red- 
wing, bronzed grackle, meadowlark, song 
and fox sparrows began moving in during 
the last ten days of February, but their 
migration was retarded by the cold 
weather of March and the great waves so 
noticeable some years were not observed. 
Purple finches were common during Feb- 
ruary and March and pine siskins were 
observed as late as April 1. Four Arctic 
towhees were seen at Parkville, April 2. 
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Flocks of western meadowlarks observed 


in Platte County during late February 
and throughout March (seen other years 
at this time) indicate that this species, 
while a rather uncommon resident over 
the prairie portion of the state, is chiefly 
a migrant throughout northwestern Mis- 
souri. — JAMES W. CUNNINGHAM, 4234 
Maryland Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri. 


MINNESOTA REGION WEATHER— 
The first week of February continued 
mild, followed by two weeks of severe 
cold with temper- 
atures well below 
zero in the north- 
ern part of the 
state reaching a 
minimum low of 
23° below at In- 
ternational Falls 
on the 18th, and 
18° below at Min- 
neapolis on the 
13th. The rest of 
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the month was 
much milder with a heavy rain at Min- 
neapolis on the 25-26th. March was a 
cold month with several considerable 
snowfalls, high winds, and a low of 27° 
below zero at Bemidji on the 9th, and 
below freezing nights until the end of 
the month which closed with 5° at 
Bemidji and 6° at International Falls on 
the last day. 

Reports from various parts of the state 
indicate that winter visitants have not 
been numerous though most species have 
been present in small numbers. Dr. 
Lakela of Duluth wrote on February 14: 
“Evening grosbeaks come to my window 
for sunflower seeds almost daily. Pine 
grosbeaks do not come to the window 
but remain perched in trees nearby,” and 
on March 19: “Horned larks are back 
on the Point, singing in the bare patches 
on the beaches. Hundreds of redpolls 
were feeding on the seeds of evening 
primroses. Crows returned on the 6th and 
now seem quite common.” Again on the 
26th: “On a hike along the lake shore 
saw a large flock, over 50, American 
mergansers in gorgeous plumage. Other 
birds except crows very scarce.” The 
American and _ red-breasted mergansers 
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and many golden-eyes have been present 
all winter in considerable numbers wher- 


ever there was open water. 

Mr. P. O. Fryklund from Roseau in 
the northwestern corner of the state 
wrote on March 18: “Our winter has 
been very mild with little snow until the 
beginning of this month. Regarding the 
winter birds, I do not recall a season 
when they have been so extremely scarce 
as this winter. From last fall to the 
present, I have had only 12 great horned 
owls, 2 snowy owls, 1 great gray, 1 short- 
eared owl and 1 goshawk.” For many 
years Mr. Fryklund has had brought to 
him from this region birds of prey and 
this is a great falling off from the usual 
number. 

POPULATION — The 


mild, snowless winter promised an early 


comparatively 


spring, but the rough weather in March 
forestalled this. Some scattered indi- 
viduals of the early migrants came on 
time but the migration in general was 
held back. There were more than usual 
wintering red-tailed and sparrow hawks 
during the winter in the Twin City area 
and an occasional red-shouldered and 
marsh hawk (Brother Hubert). Other 
half-hardy species were not numerous, 
notably tree sparrows and juncos which 
were especially scarce. The  golden- 
crowned kinglet is becoming a more fre- 
quent winter bird of late years and has 
been seen in companies of a dozen or 
more. 

MIGRATION — The brief spring 
parade of early arrivals was about as 
follows: horned lark at Pine Island, 
Goodhue Co., Feb. 9, common and sing- 
ing Feb. 15 (Bruce Hayward), Minne- 
apolis, Feb. 19 (Brother Hubert). Crow, 
common last of March over the state. 
Many ducks, mostly scaups, in open places 
in the Mississippi River below Winona, 
the middle of March. Robin and western 
meadowlark, first at Minneapolis, March 
13. (Hubert). Bluebird, first at Minne- 
apolis, March 17; and killdeer, first at 
Minneapolis, March 23 (Mrs. Lupient). 

Mrs. Kenneth W. Scott of Fairmont, 
Martin Co., reported seeing a red bellied 
woodpecker there on March 24, 1944, 
which is the first record for Martin 


County and marks a considerable western 
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extension of the species. This woodpecker 
is one of a group of birds that entered the 
southeastern part of the state from the 
south some 50 or 60 years ago and it has 
steadily increased in numbers and spread 
northward and westward as a permanent 
resident. No less than 16 red-bellied wood- 
peckers were seen the past winter in the 
Twin City area by Brother Hubert, which 
shows how frequent they have become. 

Miss Jannette Sanford of Paiisade, Ait- 
kin Co., writes that 3 red-headed wood- 
peckers visited their feeding counters on 
March 3 and remained for several days 
and remarks: “It seemed so odd to see 
red-headed woodpeckers and large snow 
drifts at the same time.” This bird is a 
frequent winter resident in the southern 
part of the state, but this is a rather far 
north record for several individuals. 

ACCIDENTAL—Mrs. N. W. Griswold 
of Crosby, Crow Wing County, writes: 
“There is a varied thrush making almost 
daily visits to my feeding station” which 
is the third record of this western species 
in the state so far as known.—THomas S. 
Roserts, Director, Minnesota Museum of 
Natural History, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


UTAH REGION WEATHER — The 
cold weather of January continued past 
the middle of February. A week’s thaw 
“ ensued and opened sufb- 


Beer River man : : . 
e | cient water to bring ir 

‘at ee the ducks, which 

take SALT LAKE CITY was just one 
zr, month later 


than a year ago. 

" Though weekly 
> storms con- 
tinued, even as- 

NY suming blizzard 


proportions and 


light freezes, a 
general thaw was in progress, and with 
the slightly higher temperatures, the reg- 
ular late February and early March 
migrants were not materially affected, 
despite their cold reception by the 
stormiest March on record since 1884. 
The heaviest storm of all started on the 
night of March 12 with a heavy rain, 
turning to snow on 13th-14th, with 16 
inches of snow in Salt Lake City and a 
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corresponding ratio of increase of one 
inch per hundred feet elevation. 

Cedar City, 245 miles south of Salt 
Lake City and 1000 feet higher, recorded 
26 inches, the highest of any valley town 
bordering the east margins of the great 
basin, and but for its short duration on 
the ground would have been a serious 
matter with the migrations of mountain 
bluebirds, robins, pipits and others re- 
ported by Prof. A. M. Woodbury all 
along the highway from southern to cen- 
tral Utah during the first week in March. 
Rains, snows and light freezes continued 
to be weekly affairs throughout the 
month. 

MIGRATION—Western grebe 2, 
March 19, Bear River Refuge, March 31, 
15 (Wilson); white pelican, 1 on March 
1, 6 on 22nd, Farmington Bay (Selan- 
der), March 3, 3, Bear River Refuge (W.), 
Dr. L. D. Pfouts reported 200 on Rock 
Island in Utah Lake, April 1. 

Cormorants—March 22, 1, Farmington 
Bay (S.), March 26, 6, Farmington Bay 
(L.), April 1, 45, Rock Island (P.). 

Herons — Twelve great blues noted 
standing on the ice at Deckers Lake, 
February 6 (Selander), March 26, Farm- 
ington Bay, 26 (L.). First snowy egret, 
March 31, Bear River Refuge (W.). 

Swans—Nineteen whistlers wintered at 
New State Gun Club (Cox), 42 seen by 
Selander March 1, Farmington Bay, 
5 at Deckers Lake March 12 (L.). First 
return to Bear River Refuge February 
26, 25 birds, on the 28th, 120, thou- 
sands present March 19 (L.) and an in- 
crease noted to end of period by Wilson, 
although no count nor estimate was 
made. 

Geese—A few Canadas wintered at New 
State Gun Club and pairs had pre- 
empted their nesting sites by March 1. 
Migrants arrived or passed throughout 
the last week in February (Cox). Hun- 
dreds, mostly paired, were noted March 
19 about Bear River Refuge. About 50 
lesser snows wintered at New State Gun 
Club. Two thousand was the year’s peak 
during the latter part of February (Cox), 
26 on Utah Lake, February 19, 60 on the 
22nd (Woffenden), 250 at Farmington on 
February 26 (S.), and 150 on March 1 
Sear River Refuge (W.). 
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Ducks—It is definitely a pintail year out 
here or possibly the later migration has 
concentrated a greater number in the area 
this March than usual for I have never 
seen them so abundant or so outnum- 
ber the other species common to our re- 
gion. On March 19 I visited Bear River 
Refuge and adjacent areas and there saw 
the climax. Every pond for miles before 
reaching the refuge was full of pintails 
with only a relative sprinkling of other 
species. 

Spring arrivals at Bear River Refuge— 
Mallard 15, pintail 35, green-winged teal 
2, on February 28, baldpate 200, redhead 
7, American golden-eye 1, ruddy 1, on 
March 1; shovellers 4, canvas-back 100, 
buffle-head 11, March 4 (Wilson). On 
February 26 I observed over 500 Amer- 
ican mergansers, 50 canvas-backs, 2 red- 
heads with several hundred dabblers on a 
narrow open strip of water in Deckers 
Lake. Forty-five American golden-eyes on 
Farmington Bay March 5, a large count 
for this area. 

Sandhill Cranes— Mr. Woffenden re- 
ported 30 on March 12, 8 on the 13th, 7 
on the 15th, 5 on the 30th, near his ranch 
in Utah County. 

Coots—Coots increased from 20 on Feb- 
ruary 26 to several hundred March 26 
on Deckers Lake (L.). 

Shore Birds—Long-billed curlew, 6 on 
March 28, Bear River Refuge (Wilson), 
8 at Farmington Bay on 28th (S.). Fifteen 
lesser yellow-legs and 100 marbled god- 
wits, March 3, Bear River Refuge (W.). 
One greater yellow-leg and 3 least sand- 
pipers wintered at Deckers Lake, 11 
greater yellow-legs on March 12 and 
dowitchers on March 28 at Deckers Lake 
(L.). 

Avocets — Sixty on March 1, 200 on 
March 6, Farmington Bay (S.), 75 at Bear 
River Refuge March 7 (W.), abundant 
on March 19 (L.). 

Hawks — Hawks scarce, last American 
rough-legs noted, 3, Bear River Refuge, 
March 19; red-tails present but not 
counted, 1 Swainson’s reported by Donald 
Daynes, April 1. A pair of bald eagles 
seen by Prof. Woodbury near Beaver in 
early March (unusual). 

Gulls — Ring-bills, thinned out some, 
but still common to end of the period. 
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First California gull noted February 26, 
Deckers Lake, 35 at Farmington Bay and 
4 at Payson on March 5 (Pfouts), abun- 
dant at Farmington Bay on March 26 
(L.) and on Rock Island in Utah Lake 
at close of period (P.). 

Wood peckers—Red-shafted and Lewis’s 
only ones common this winter. 

Swallows—Five, tree, Farmington Bay, 
March 14 (S.), 29 on March 26 (S., L.), 
6, March 29, Bear River Refuge and 25 
barn (W.). 

Crows—Still abundant in Utah County 
first week in March (J. Hutchings) and 
reported in unusual numbers, thousands. 
The peak in Salt Lake and Davis Coun- 
ties just before and during the big storm 
of March 12-14 and I found them abun- 
dant in March. 


Mountain Bluebirds — First to reach 
Bear River Refuge on March 14. On 
March 26 I noted small flocks at different 
points in Davis County and elsewhere 
on same date. 


Blackbirds — Red-wings poured in last 
week in February (Cox), first yellow-head, 
March 19, Bear River Refuge (L.), 5 at 
Farmington Bay, March 22 (S.), 50, 
Jeremy Ranch (L.). 


Rarities — Green-tailed towhee, 1 on 
February 13, Artesian Basin, our second 
winter record. Harris’s sparrow, March 5, 
still at Wilson’s fruit farm. 

Nesting—Raven noted building nest in 
ledge near Lake Point, March 12, from 
appearance seemed about complete. 
Golden eagle, 2 nests visited in Utah 
County by Donald Daynes, contained 2 
eggs each on April 1. One was located 
in a crevice on the crest of a desert hill 
to which he was able to walk. such 
accessibility is unusual. The other was in 
the top of a 40-foot pine on the crest of 
same range, six miles distant. It was seven 
feet deep, five across and showed three 
distinct rings of conifer boughs which 


indicates three successive years of occu- 
pancy. Snow was four feet deep at base 
of tree. Great horned owl’s nest in a 
ledge contained 2 young and 1 egg on 
April 1 (Daynes).—C. W. Lockersig, 223 
West 9th South Street, Salt Lake City, 4, 
Utah. 
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TEXAS COASTAL REGION 
WEATHER-Spring was well in evidenc: 
the first week of February. Maximum 

Sretdong, Care daily tempera- 
coasrar nous YY} | tures began 


— ie | climbing from 
. | about 65° at 
“ 


that time to 
75° at the end 
of March; and 
minimums 
climbed from 40° to 60° in the same 
period. This progression of spring was 
broken as follows: freezing temperature 
February 10-11, followed by a week of 
raw rainy weather; a week of cool rainy 
weather beginning March 10; torrential 
rains March 17-18; a cold wave with 
frost March 19-20; a cold wave accom- 
panied by a little sleet and a frost March 
29 and 30. Precipitation for March was 
1.75 inches above normal, and for the 
three-month period of 1944, 5.21 inches 
above normal. ¢ 

GENERAL CONDITIONS — Winter 
visitants continued in numbers previously 
reported. But robins, formerly not abun- 
dant, came in great numbers following 
the cold weather of February 10-11; pine 
warblers were scarce; and a flock of 15,- 
000 to 18,000 white-fronted geese (not 
previously reported) spent the winter near 
Eagle Lake, 80 miles west of Houston. 
Late in March an oil well at Dickinson 
(near Kemah) broke loose and flooded a 
creek and parts of Galveston Bay with 
great quantities of crude oil. As a result 
about 5000 ducks (mostly lesser scaup, 
apparently in migration) suffered con- 
tamination and died. The State Game 
Department, locally represented by Cap- 
tain E. T. Dawson, is prosecuting the 
offending oil companies. 

MIGRATIONS-—In the latter half of 
February, marked diminutions in the 
numbers of wintering hawks, flickers, 
migrant shrikes and starlings became ap- 
parent, as the birds began leaving for the 
north. Ducks and geese were hear 
migrating from February 25; but since 
departing local birds were replaced by 
arrivals from farther south, no diminu- 
tion in numbers was apparent. By 
March 27, many flocks of baldpates. 
shovellers and scaups were present along 
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the west side of Galveston Bay, where a 
few or none of the birds had been all 
winter. An interesting case of a possible 
reverse migration occurred in_ early 
March. Geese were heard migrating north- 
ward over Houston on the nights of 
March 3 and 4; five or six days later a 
severe cold wave advanced southward over 
the Plains States and the Mississippi 
Valley; and on the night of March 12 
several flocks of geese were heard migrat- 
ing south over Houston. On the other 
hand, great numbers of geese were migrat- 
ing northward from March 20 to 27; but 
though the most severe weather of the 
month occurred March 29, there were no 
reports of geese reversing themselves 
again. 

Mrs. Hagar reports a phenomenal 
migration of Mississippi kites at Rockport 
on March 22. The birds began drifting 
over in groups of 3-5 at about | p-m.; 
by 3 p.m. 300 could be seen at one time. 
They were accompanied by a few migrat- 
ing turkey vultures. A migration of 
American rough-legs passed over Rock- 
port, March 29. They came in groups of 
15-20, until about 200 had passed. They 
were accompanied by a few ferruginous 
rough-legs and a few Swainson’s hawks. 
In the afternoon of the same day Captain 
Dawson reported a flight of several hun- 
dred hawks moving northward along 
Galveston Bay near Kemah, bucking a 
strong north wind. Most of them were 
too high for positive identification, but 
Captain Dawson was sure that some were 
Swainson’s. 

Departures—Though it is too early to 
speak with authority of departures, the 
following dates (by McKay at Cove) are 
probably final: yellow-bellied sapsucker 
March 17; phoebe, starling and orange- 
crowned warbler March 12. 

Arrivals—As always, the purple martin 
was the first of the season’s new species 
to arrive—Houston on February 7, a week 
earlier than usual. Other arrivals: green 
heron, Cove, March 30; roseate spoon- 
bill, Rockport, March 14; Wilson’s plover, 
Rockport, March 3; solitary sandpiper, 
Cove, March 28, and 20 miles west of 
Houston on March 20; upland plover, 
Rockport, March 29; least tern, Rockport, 
March 2; chimney swift, Houston, March 
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20; ruby-throated hummingbird, Cove, 
March 27; scissor-tailed flycatcher, Rock- 
port, March 14, 20 miles west and 40 
miles south of Houston on March 20; 
rough-winged swallow, Cove, March 26; 
bank and barn swallows, Arcola (40 
miles southeast of Houston) March 21; 
cliff swallow, Rockport on March 29; 
black and white warbler, Cove, March 
12; parula warbler, Cove, March 19, 
Houston, March 21; black-throated green 
warbler, Rockport, March 22; hooded 
warbler, Houston, March 17. The swallow 
arrivals (except rough-winged) were all a 
week or two early, but the others were 
normal. 

BREEDING—A female wood duck with 
13 newly hatched young was seen near 
Conroe (45 miles north of Houston) 
March 14; so many young at this date 
would mean that the bird began nesting 
about the last of January. Carolina wrens 
had young near Houston on March 26, 
and English sparrows had young in Hous- 
ton on March 24. The following data 
are from Mrs. A. P. Todd: purple mar- 
tins settled in martin house in Houston 
on March 1, and began carrying nesting 
materials, March 18; mockingbird with 
young in nest at Sheldon, March 26; 
Carolina wren, chickadee, tufted titmouse 
and cardinal occupying nests at Sheldon, 
March 26. 

The only unexpected occurrence re- 
ported was a plumbeous gnatcatcher ob- 
served all afternoon by Mrs. Hagar in 
her yard at Rockport, March 23.— 
Georce G. WiLuiAMs, The Rice Institute, 
Houston, Texas. 
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kinds, ordinarily numerous in_ winter 
have not been present in some parts of 
the region. Indications are few that any 
land bird was more than ordinarily abun- 
dant in the area. 

A possible exception is the robin. Most 
observers found smaller numbers than 
usual. However, in the East Bay this 
bird was unusually abundant, apparently 
as a result of a good berry crop there. 
The robins roosted by thousands in the 
North Berkeley hills. Harwell reports 
that on mornings of clear days they 
passed over his home toward the Uni- 
versity Campus, Lake Merritt, or other 
feeding grounds. If the day was stormy 
or even threatening rain, the _ birds 
stopped in large numbers around his 
house to feed on berries and on the 
lawns. About 6:30 p.m. on February 26, 
Mrs. Allen went to the east edge of 
Sunset Cemetery to see the robin roost. 
North of the west end of Sunset Road 
there are many large pines and eucalyp- 
tus trees. At first the robins centered in 
these trees, but just before dark they 
gradually worked across the road toward 
a row of eucalyptus trees. As the many 
thousands of robins vacated the pines, 
Brewer blackbirds in thousands took pos- 
session of them. Berkeleyans have had 
an exceptional opportunity to study the 
roosting habits and local movements of 
these contrasting species. 

Donald Brook writes that last summer 
no cowbirds came to lis feeding station 
in Oakland. This was the first time since 
the summer of 1934 that this bird had 
not been present. 

Movements of water birds have been 
recorded less completely than for many 
years, but the observations reported in- 
dicate no special deviations from the 
normal occurrence. Eared grebe, Dum- 
barton Bridge, about 600 on March 6, 
about 300 on March 18, only a few on 
March 22 (Allen); snowy egret, Alviso 
Road, 1 on February 20 (Miss Emily 
Smith and others); buffle-head, Sausalito, 
2 on February 28 (Courtright), Alameda, 
3 on March 1 (Kelly); red-breasted mer- 
ganser, Alameda, 5 on March 1 (K.); 
Florida gallinule, Golden Gate Park, one 
on February 13 (Harwell); semipalmated 
plover, Alameda, 4 on March 1 (K.); 
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spotted sandpiper, Alameda, 1 on March 
1 (K.); avocet, Alameda, 125 on February 
18 (K.). 

Arrival of summer birds accounts for 
many records of interest this season. 
Favorable weather for observing may 
have contributed to the impression of 
earliness in the arrival of some of the 
species listed. Turkey vulture, Boulder 
Creek, March 21 (Allen), Hastings Reser- 
vation, March 28 (Linsdale); western 
flycatcher, Carmel, March 18 (Wil- 
liams), Hastings Reservation, March 28 
(L.), Berkeley, March 29 (A.); tree swal- 
low, Alviso marshes, 1 on February 20 
(E. Smith and others); rough-winged 
swallow, Lake Temescal, March 19 (Lef- 
fler), Carmel, March 21 (W.); barn 
swallow, Carmel, March 18 (W.); cliff 
swallow, Los Banos Duck Refuge, many 
on March 18, Carmel, first on March 
28 (W.); purple martin, Hastings 
Reservation, March 30 (L.); warbling 
vireo, Hastings Reservation, March 28 
(L.); orange-crowned warbler, Hastings 
Reservation, March 7 (L.), Berkeley, first 
male heard on March 23, frequent chips 
heard earlier were thought to indicate 
presence of females (A.);_pileolated 
warbler, Standish Ranch, | or 2 in gar- 
den on February 20 (S. and others), 
Carmel, March 23 (W.), Berkeley, March 
30 (A.); Bullock’s oriole, Hastings Reser- 
vation, March 28 (L.); cowbird, Carmel, 
March 21 (Williams). 

Scarcity of reports on nesting probably 
reflects the cold weather which delayed 
the start of nesting for many of the early 
nesters. Anna’s hummingbird, Larkspur, 
young out of nest on February 26 (Court- 
right); Allen’s hummingbird, numerous 
in vicinity of San Francisco (Kelly), Hast- 
ings Reservation, nest with eggs on 
March 28, the species scarce in this neigh- 
borhood (Linsdale). Larkspur, arrival 
noted February 28, 5 weeks later than 
usual (C.); California thrasher, carrying 
nesting material at Carmel on February 
16 (Williams). 

A few species deserve mention for the 
place of occurrence. White-tailed kite, 
east of KQW radio station, 3 on February 
20 (E. Smith and others), Liberty Farm 
Island, Sacramento Valley, 2 on March 26 
(W. A. Hicks); pigeon hawk, Carmel! 


AUDUBON MAGAZINE 


Rivermouth, March 30 (Williams); mock- 
ingbird, grounds of Pacific School of 
Religion, February 14 (Harwell).—JEAN 
M. LINSDALE, Hastings Reservation, James- 
burg Route, Monterey, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGION 
WEATHER — Temperatures averaged 
high and clear days above normal, par- 
- ticularly in 
SouTuernn SD Nevada | March. February 
4 was character- 
ized by intermit- 
tent showers 
most of the 
month with 
heavy rain- 
storms the last 
week which 
lasted through 
the first two days of March. Rainstorms 
in the lowlands were accompanied by un- 
usually heavy snows in the mountains. 
These latter conditions led to notable 
local changes in bird populations. Until 
mid-February (no later reports) robins 
and cedar waxwings were abundant in 
the mountains, flocks of several hundred 
of each species being found in the Big 
Bear Lake region (Cogswell). In the same 
period in the Los Angeles region the 
usual winter numbers of these species 
were not present, groups of one to five 
being reported. Flocks began appearing 
in the lowlands the last few days in Feb- 
ruary and remained abundant almost to 
the end of March. They were variously 
reported as feeding on toyon and pepper 
berries, and cottonwood buds. Other 
storm-brought visitors were a male Amer- 
ican goldeneye, rare even coastwise, at 
Devil's Gate Dam near Pasadena, Febru- 
ary 27 (Cogswell, Watson), and two kit- 
tiwakes, found dead February 25, one 
beneath power lines at Recreation Gun 
Club, Venice, the other on Santa Monica 
beach (C.). The Nelson’s sharp-tailed 
sparrows, present at Recreation Gun Club 
from January 16 to February 12 were 
not found on February 25, perhaps hav- 
ing left because the damp weed field in 
which they were usually located had since 
been flooded by the heavy rains. 
Oceanic species—Common, Pacific and 
red-throated loons were present in their 
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usual small numbers, Thirty western 
grebes, the most reported, were seen in 
the ocean at Santa Monica on February 
8 (C.). No off-shore species were reported. 

Herons, etc.—Louisiana heron still pres- 
ent at Mission Bay, San Diego, February 
3 (Crouch). White-faced glossy ibis win- 
tered in small numbers in most fresh 
water and brackish marshes. 

Geese—Black brant, 1000 at Mission 
Bay, February 3 (Crouch). A flock of 60 
white-fronted geese was seen flying north 
over Pasadena February 1, and another 
flock of 30 migrating over Orange County 
on February 13 (C.). 

Ducks — Gadwalls were more common 
than usual, being reported from all re- 
gions. Fifty were found at Bolsa Chica 
Gun Club February 13 (L. A. Audubon 
Society). A pair of blue-winged teal was 
present throughout the period at Recre- 
ation Gun Club. Buffle-head continued 
common, adult males rarely seen this far 
south, were found in twos and threes in 
many coastal sloughs. The greatest con- 
centration of American mergansers, about 
600, was found at Big Bear Lake on 
February 16 (C.). This species was also 
reported at various Los Angeles city 
reservoirs and park ponds in numbers 
from one to twenty. 

Hawks—A few turkey vultures were 
present all winter but began moving north 
in numbers in late February. Flocks were 
noted as follows: February 23, Pasadena, 
75 (C.); February 24, San Gabriel River 
Sanctuary, 30 (C.); February 25, Playa 
del Rey, 4 (Harwell); February 26, Santa 
Barbara, 1 (first of the season), (Rett) 
and March 30, San Gabriel River Sanc- 
tuary, 20 (Combys). Throughout the re- 
gion from mid-October to the end of 
February, 12 pigeon hawks were reported, 
two or three times the average of past 
years. Two adult and 2 immature bald 
eagles were seen sitting together on the 
ice at Baldwin Lake, 6700 feet altitude, 
February 15 (C.). A pair of golden eagles 
was observed to take turns incubating 
on a nest in a large pine above Pasadena, 
February 27 (C., W.). 

Shore birds—Most species were present 
in usual numbers. Ten spotted sand- 
pipers on February 6 and 32 black turn- 
stones on March 26 at Palos Verdes are 
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noteworthy (Shuart). Two black-necked 
stilts at Bolsa Chica on February 13 were 
the first noted this year (L. A. Andubon 
Society). 

Gulls—The immature glaucous gull ob- 
served by many at West Lake Park this 
winter was still present on March 20 
(Kent). Bonaparte’s gulls wintering in 
the Playa del Rey region gradually 
dropped off in numbers from about 1000 
in December to 25 at the end of Feb- 
ruary. 

Land birds—Wintering—Two poor-wills, 
rare in winter, were heard calling from 
the chaparral in Santa Anita Canyon in 
the evening of February 4 (C.). Lewis’s 
woodpeckers are either cyclic or erratic 
in their winter occurrence in this region. 
Iwo years ago, all fall and winter, they 
were abundant in oak-covered foothill 
regions, last year only a few were noted, 
and this winter has passed without a 
single report of the species. Western blue- 
birds, usually common in the lowlands in 
winter, were present only in very small 
flocks. A female summer tanager (ssp.?) 
was observed in an oak grove north of 
Santa Anita on February 11 by H. L. 
Cogswell who heard its distinctive call 
note and studied it carefully. 

MIGRATION-—Early and first arrivals 
were (given in A.O.U. Check-list order): 
rufous hummingbird, March 31, San 
Gabriel River Sanctuary (Combys); Al- 
len’s hummingbird, January 30, UCLA 
Campus (Stultz, Groner); western king- 
bird, March 24, San Gabriel River Sanc- 
tuary (Combys), March 27, Nigger Slough 
(K.), March 29, Santa Barbara (Rett); 
western flycatcher, March 16, Santa Bar- 
bara (R.); violet-green swallow, observed 
migrating westward along the south side 
of the San Gabriel Mountains, February 
23, 6, February 24, 10, February 27, 20, 
and February 28, many (C., W.), also 
February 20, Buena Vista Lagoon, 100 
(Harwell), March 12, migrating west near 


Ludlow, Mojave Desert, 16 (W.), March 
14, Santa Barbara (R.); rough-winged 
swallow, March 20, Johnson Lake, 4 (K.), 
March 30, San Gabriel River Sanctuary, 
25 (Combys); cliff swallow, March 7, San 
Diego (Crouch), March 10, Pasadena 
(Michael), March 21, Santa Barbara 
(R.); warbling vireo, March 30, Santa 
Barbara (R.); black and white warbler, 
February 13, Santa Barbara (R.); lutes- 
cent warbler, March 20, Johnson Lake 
(K.); blackthroated gray warbler, March 
16, San Gabriel River Sanctuary (Daugh- 
erty); yellow-headed blackbird, March 27, 
Nigger Slough, 1 among 1000 tricolored 
red-wings (K.); Arizona hooded oriole, 
March 17, Santa Barbara (R.); Bullock’s 
oriole, March 18, San Diego, 1 (Crouch), 
March 23, Los Angeles, 2, (Yost), April 
2, Otay Lake, a flock, all males (Huey); 
black-headed grosbeak, April 3, San Diego 
(Crouch). 

NESTING—An Allen’s hummingbird’s 
nest with 2 fresh eggs was found at Santa 
Barbara on March 6 (R.). Cliff swallows 
started carrying mud for nests on March 
20 at San Diego (Crouch). At Santa Bar- 
bara a pair of plain titmice was found 
building a nest in a bird box and on 
March 23 had 5 eggs (R.). Several pairs 
of Lawrence’s gold finches were building 
in Sycamore Canyon, Los Angeles Coun- 
ty, on March 31 (Combys). On the same 
day, H. L. Cogswell found 5 grasshopper 
sparrows singing on what appeared to be 
their nesting territories on a grassy hill- 
side thirteen miles north of San Diego. 
An Oregon junco was seen carrying nest- 
ing material on March 13 at Santa Bar- 
bara (R.). 

Reporting cooperators, 16. Areas cov- 
ered; lowland regions from Santa Barbara 
to San Diego, San Gabriel and San Ber- 
nardino Mountains, ocean coverage scant, 
no reports received from any of the desert 
regions.—FraNk G. Watson, 2418 Chest- 
nut Avenue, Long Beach 6, California. 


NOTICE TO ALL THOSE RECEIVING SUPPLEMENTS 


Due to increased costs of paper, printing and distribution, we find it necessary to put the 
supplements (containing five Season Reports, a Breeding Bird Census and a Christmas Count) 
on a self-supporting basis, and will, therefore, make an additional charge of $1. per year for 
them. In accordance, however, with our commitments, we shall continue to send them with- 
out extra charge, until the dates of renewal of membership or subscription, to those who have 
already requested that the supplements be sent to them. 

Members, when renewing membership in future, will need to include an extra dollar if they 
wish to receive the supplements. Subscribers, as distinct from members, may renew subscrip- 
tions in future for the National edition of the magazine (without the supplements) for $2. per 
annum ($2.25 foreign), or for the regular edition (with the supplements) for $3. per annum 


($3.25 foreign). 
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